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Abstract

This article examines the regulatory framework and governance mechanisms supporting the adoption of Electronic
Bills of Lading (eBLs) in intemational trade amid the transition toward cross-border digital trade. Although eBLs can reduce
costs, minimize risks associated with paper-based documents, and improve commercial efficiency, their implementation
remains constrained by legal uncertainty, limitations of the trade ecosystem, and concerns regarding the reliability of
digital systems. The article analyzes the interaction between the Model Law on Electronic Transferable Records (MLETR),
the Reliability Assessment Framework developed by the Intemational Chamber of Commerce Digital Standards Initiative
(ICC DS in collaboration with the Digital Governance Coundil, and the risk management mechanisms established through
the requirements of the Intemational Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs (IGP&J).

The study finds that MLETR plays a significant role in recognizing the legal validity of eBLs under the principle of
functional equivalence by establishing key requirements such as control, singularity, and integrity of electronic records.
However, as MLETR is a principle-based legal framework that does not provide detailed technical standards or risk-
management mechanisms, additional technical standards and industry-based mechanisms are necessary to enhance
trust and operational certainty in practice. In this regard, ICC DSI developed the Reliability Assessment Framework to
translate the concept of “reliability” into verifiable technical criteria, while IGP& manages and allocates risks through
insurance mechanisms and the approval of eBL platforms.

The article argues that the govermnance of eBLs reflects a hybrid regulatory approach integrating legal, technolosical,
and industry-based mechanisms. |t further identifies major challenges, including interoperability issues between platforms,
cross-border legal inconsistencies, the absence of effective dispute resolution mechanisms, and the limitations of legacy
systems. Finally, the article recommends that Thailand reform its relevant legal framework, adopt intemational standards,
and develop a digital trade ecosystem through experimental mechanisms such as regulatory sandboxes to support the

effective implementation of eBLs in the future.
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U 9 YoINIMTURLA W N15ANATEIVEYA (Data protection) Nalnnnsseuvefinm (Dispute

Msaivnsameiimans sinendevenisdn « U7 18 atuil 1 [Higuen) 2569
UTCC Law Journal « Vol. 18 No. 1 [June] 2026



resolution) N34T BUABYINTLUY (Cross-platform interoperability) @ sazlaiiasiznluaiu
fdnly

1 1 v v 1 a & a 4
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HiURTIaN demalnidaiinveinmlun1alis seunslminanudureuniangvuiy (legal

complexity) lunaneiia

Tnslamzossdslutszdiunnienguunedladsdy (Choice of law) uazungiuna
fi1a (Choice of forum) nani@e lunsdlfAavefinmszminsy nasansly eBL fugvuas
Reafunisasevduaienaiia velausninguinevessglansluledu uavmalaisiuna
firsanfivnnwied sisd wilussadualugduuuenasnssavlaeiiliazimuaiteuly
fanamilesnsdnuas un eBL dagnasns oon uasvsuisuruszuuunanrlasy enaegnela
miﬂ’aﬁuisgsuaaﬂawmwmaizww;ﬁmﬁu iula'wzLﬂuﬂgwmaiﬁﬁwﬁm@wuéﬂ Yarimun
uaziteulunislauinisvesunanosy naeaaungvEef SUTaENILEINING MDY eBL
lugruzonansdsuiiomsdidnnsefing Suthlgarulluuuueuningmnelunisssiure
AW

Usgmsfiaes IuﬂizﬁﬁLﬁ@ﬁzgmmﬁizuugumam%a%aﬁmwamwmmﬁﬂ U N3

1%

#1 eBL gnleuludiynnadulneianainiiosaINYouNNTBIvaUNannesy NTaUANUTURR

Yy v

TELNanNeTH aensAuse wasylvaudtludanudaiay wi IGP&! avnenseulny iy

Beyond MLETR: davinnguunefiunmsduiadeulunsdididnnseiing
Beyond MLETR: Legal Gaps and the Adoption of Electronic Bills of Lading

11



12

UIN332UvITRsiuinuaziiUseiudefiisainenazasounquasdemeliiaduainaIy
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¢ GTR Global Trade Review, “Scaling up Digital Trade: TradeTrust Launches Model Terms for eBLs,” accessed March 15, 2026,

https://www.gtreview.com/news/contributed-content/scaling-up-digital-trade-tradetrust-launches-model-terms-for-ebls/.

Msaivnsameiimans sinendevenisdn « U7 18 atuil 1 [Higuen) 2569
UTCC Law Journal « Vol. 18 No. 1 [June] 2026


https://www.gtreview.com/news/contributed-content/scaling-up-digital-trade-tradetrust-launches-model-terms-for-ebls/

Audnwugredunsaslusluvunsegaeiauisalisuiolaessdastlagluduiy
“waavlasy” Ta JymilndanudiAgduilloNansanainveyaideusedny 310013
d1579903 FIT Alliance Tud 2024 JgywunaluladuazunanosuiugUassaiignesds

WNiign 95088y 71.2 YDEAOUKUUABUAN'

Tunnsunladaym Interoperability fenan? qmammimmwuﬁqmqmLaif;wu
Suimunnalnarnusiudiessmsunanosuiniu feensddeyfie Digital Container
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1ne DCSA lﬂyﬁmumimqagwﬁ’mw Multilateral Service Provider Interoperability
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feg1anIaNad Interoperability Snsuuuunils Ao nserdevamnasiinnd
Joint liability agreement witelnnnslou eBL Gi’fmLLwam‘V\Ia%mLﬁmmm,%aﬁuluswﬁq;;
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IQAX TrnuSenidulazneuuknanwesy ICE CargoDocs Minasonfy Joint Liability

" FIT Alliance, “Press Release: FIT Alliance’s 2024 eBL Survey Shows Steady Rise of Electronic Bill of Lading Adoption Globally;
Collaboration across Trade Supply Chain Could Unlock Further Gains,” accessed March 15, 2026, https://www.fit-

alliance.org/post/press-release-fit-alliance-s-2024-ebl-survey-shows-steady-rise-of-electronic-bill-of-lading-adopti.
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Exclusive Control Wag Integrity wazil Model Terms wiolyensdaduuuims lnedl
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CY Y]

U3AU (Governing Law)

Wuusenaniu MLETR wu ngvnnedalus aenalnibinlngdaamneheludndunes

asdluvennasvesunanvesulaunanesunis insizdnsuaznurignuniy

nMINYRYNUAILENEANS

8 |QAX, “Cross-Platform eBLs Become a Reality as OOCL and a Major Oil and Gas Company Go Live,” accessed March 18, 2026,

https://www.igax.com/en/about/newsroom/2025/03/cross-platform-ebls-become-a-reality-as-oocl-and-a-major-oil-and-gas-

company-go-live/.
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